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BLACKMORE, HOOK END & WYATTS GREEN  PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES

Of the Ordinary Meeting of the Blackmore, Hook End & 

Wyatts Green Parish Council held on

THURSDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2023 at 7.30pm 

At Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Cllrs R Keeble (Chairman), K Bennett, T Lockhart, T Hinton, K Wood, K Parkinson, H Cannon, A Watley, N McCarthy.  Mrs R Nelson, RFO,   

0414
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllrs T Thomas, V Dean, J Lewis, Mrs S Clapham, Parish Clerk, County Cllr L Wagland, Borough Cllr P Jakobsson, Borough Cllr T Bridge.

Cllr Keeble explained that Mrs Clapham was on sick leave for at least one month in the hope that a break from work duties will alleviate her current health problems.   She is liaising with EALC to determine whether she will be able to continue in her role as Parish Clerk long-term.   A small fee will be payable by the Parish Council to obtain this advice.     Cllr Keeble requested that any contact be directed via the RFO, Mrs Nelson, who will organise flowers to be sent to Mrs Clapham.


Action:  Mrs Nelson    
0415
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 19th January 2022


The minutes were signed as a correct record by the Chairman with no amendments.

0416
DECLARATION OF INTEREST (for items on the agenda) – Cllrs Cannon, Parkinson and Wood reported an interest in the approval of arrangements for the May Village Fayre.  Further interests were expressed by Cllrs Wood, Cannon, Keeble and Parkinson regarding support to the Winter Warmth Scheme at St Laurence Church.   

0417
OPEN FORUM  - No residents were present for the Open Forum.
0418
         PROGRESS/CHECK REPORT 
a)
Cllr McCarthy had proposed two candidates, one adult and one youth, for the Parishioner of the Year Awards.   His recommendations – Mr Ron Quested and Master Rebel who played cornet at last year’s Remembrance Service - were unanimously supported.  It was agreed that the awards would be titled “Parishioner” and “Young Parishioner”.   Cllr McCarthy agreed to organise the awards and invitations to the Council’s Annual Meeting on Thursday 18th May will be sent.









Action:  Cllr McC/RFO
b)
Mrs Nelson reported that Hugh Pearl would be contacting her next week to agree a date for the work required on the Village Pond.
0419
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS - None
0420
REPORTS OF BOROUGH / ESSEX COUNTY COUNCILLORS   No Borough or County Councillors were present.   Councillors expressed their disappointment at the lack of attendance by any one of the three, especially in view of the current planning issues with R25 and R26.   
POLICY & RESOURCES

0421
Finance - Payments made online:



S Clapham – 
Pension -

HMRC –

Mrs R Nelson –  

Interact - £24.30 (inc. VAT) VOIP telephone service

Town & Country - £1,554 (inc. VAT) refurbishment of roundabout/regular tidy-up of pond/bank and ditch maintenance along Chelmsford Road/grass cutting Outings Lane & Mill Lane

Mr L Cooper - £60 supply of electricity for Wyatts Green Christmas lights

Payments made on the PC Credit Card:
Cash drawn: - Nil 

Transfers: – Nil
Memberships:- Nil
Income/receipts/Reimbursements:

0422
FINANCIAL REPORT to 31st January 2023




All in accordance with the Finance reports circulated ahead of the meeting, with no amendments.

0423
FINANCIAL POWERS 
· The RFO had circulated the Council’s Risk Assessment document to Councillors.  This had been updated to include a clause referencing the avoidance of risk under the Financial Services Compensation Scheme.   Cllr Parkinson proposed, Cllr Bennett seconded and it was unanimously agreed that this be approved without amendment.
· The full Standing Orders for Local Councils, as adopted in July 2016 and updated in 2018 and the condensed Standing Orders used as a reference guide at meetings, as adopted 2004 and updated in 2007, were reviewed by the Council.      Cllr Hinton proposed, Cllr Cannon seconded and it was unanimously agreed that these are approved without amendment.

· The Financial Regulations for Blackmore, Hook End and Wyatts Green Parish Council, as adopted by the Council in 2011 and updated in April 2022 were reviewed in their present form by the Council.    These detail the methods by which the Council’s financial matters are administered and regulated.    Cllr Watley proposed, Cllr Keeble seconded and it was unanimously agreed that these are approved without amendment.  

· The Council’s systems of internal control, including the arrangements for the management of risk, were reviewed and considered to be both effective and adequate.

· The Responsible Financial Officer reported on the quality of service provided by the Internal Auditor, Mr Trevor Brown CPFA.  The Council reviewed the effectiveness of the Internal Auditor and Cllr Lockhart proposed, Cllr Wood seconded and it was unanimously agreed that he be reappointed as auditor for the financial year 2022/23.

· The General Power of Competence (GPoC) as adopted at the Council meeting on 17 March 2022, was considered.   Cllr McCarthy proposed, Cllr Hinton seconded and it was unanimously agreed that this Power should continue to apply without amendment.


PLANNING COMMITTEE

0424
a)    Planning Committee meetings were held on 23rd January and 6th February 2023 at 10.00am.  The following applications were considered:-

23rd January meeting:-
22/01785/OUT - Wells Farm, Redrose Lane – replace stables with 4 residential units - objection

12/00017/HHA - Holly Tree House, Blackmore Road, Hook End  – rear infill extension – no objection
23/00030/TPO - Waterbridge House, The Green – TPO – no objection
22/01791/HHA - 28 Meadow Rise, Blackmore – replace outbilding – no objection

6th February meeting:-

23/00136/TPO – 7 Granary Meadow – tree reduction – no objection


22/01156 – The Woodbines, Fingrith Hall Road – construction single rear extension – no objection


23/00026/HHA – Bon Accord, Hook End Road – part single front and part single/part two storey rear extensions – no objection.


23/00079/HHA – Oakwood, Hook End Lane – single storey rear and first floor rear extensions – no objection.

Cllr Lockhart will follow up a query as to whether a Pool Room at Wells Farm – Blackberry Barn complied with planning approval.   It had been noted that the building had been occupied.

He will also investigate activity at Spinney Lodge, First Avenue.  Permission had given for a portable mobile home but the resident has now created an access onto the Blackmore Road.   


A potential “land-grab” of part of the highways verge at Woodbines, on the corner of Orchard Piece and Fingrith Hall Lane will be monitored


b)   Planning issues related to the new development adjacent to Woollard Way.


Cllr Keeble reported that Mr Ratcliffe considered that he, the Parish Clerk and the Parish Council were showing no interest in planning issues related to R25 and R26, which was untrue.   Cllr Keeble had subsequently had a long telephone call from Mr C Holbrook when it was agreed that it is vital that the S106 items were recorded as Conditions under the planning approval at BBC.   Mr Holbrook had emailed with a list of criteria which he considered should apply to both development areas but it was felt that this is was not possible under planning rules to apply conditions to two separate developments   It was agreed that planning approval should include certain items under the S106 agreement.   Cllr Keeble suggested that a small group should meet with Cllr Bridge (and Phil Drane and perhaps other Borough Councillors).    Cllr Keeble will contact Cllr Bridge to set up a meeting.   Cllrs Lockhart, Keeble, Watley, Cannon volunteered to attend the meeting if available.   It was noted that the BBC planning meeting regarding the Woollard Way development would be held on 23rd March. 

       PARKS & OPEN SPACES 
A meeting had been held on 13th February 2023 at 10.00am. The minutes were accepted without amendment. The following items were discussed further: 
0425
Annual ROSPA play area assessments – Mr Paul Tucker is due to visit sites to assess and provide quotations for work where required.

0426
Spring Litter Pick – The date of Saturday 18th March was set for the Spring Litter Pick.  Details will be posted on the website.
0427
Overflow car park – Cllr Keeble reported that this is becoming more and more necessary as the present facilities do not meet the needs.

0428
Village Fayre – Cllr Cannon reported that the Sports & Social Club will provide the bar for the Music Festival on the Saturday evening.  However they do not wish to be present on the main Village Green but will have a social event at the S&SC on the Saturday evening.  The Prince Albert will have a tent on the Green and the Leather Bottle will set up a tent in the Bull garden.


Cllr Cannon further requested formal Parish Council approval for the following:-

· Use of the Millennium Park on the Saturday evening (27th May) for a Music Festival.  An event licence has been applied for.   The event will be ticketed and thus more controllable than on previous occasions.   

· Use of the Millennium Park for car parking on Sunday 28th and Monday 29th May.

· Use of the Village Hall field for the Sports festival.
· Use of the main Village Green for the Fayre, including stalls and entertainment over the three days of Friday (setting up), Saturday and Sunday

· Use of Horsefayre Green for the Sunday morning service.
· Closure of the village centre for the Bike Race.  The necessary requests have been submitted to ECC for road closures.

It was noted that the Village Fayre Committee will be obtaining public liability insurance to the level of £10m and the necessary Risk Assessments will be prepared for the events over the weekend.  Councillors considered the requests and unanimously approved the arrangements. 
0427
CLERK’S REPORT – nothing new to report.




Clerk

0428
Date of next meeting(s):


POS – Monday 13.3.2023– 10.00am - Zoom


PC – 16.3.2023 at 7.30pm – Tipps Cross R Hall Committee Room 


Planning – To be confirmed

0429
INFORMATION EXCHANGE/NEXT AGENDA ITEMS

Year book – Councillors’ information is requested for this year’s book.   Councillors’ email addresses need to be confirmed but confirmation of all other current details would be appreciated  by Mr and Mrs Smith.


Action:  ALL

Community Winter Warmth Scheme - EALC have supported the Church’s application under this scheme for Serenetea at St Laurence Church but have commented that there should be match-funding from the Parish Council.   Cllr McCarthy confirmed that the Council was able to support this project under its General Powers of Competence.  
Accordingly Cllr Lockhart proposed, Cllr Bennett seconded and a donation of £500 was unanimously agreed towards this scheme.  Cllrs Wood, Cannon, Keeble and Parkinson abstained due to a conflict of interest.   Cllrs Keeble & Wood to confirm the exact recipient details for this donation.




Action: RK/KW

Cllr Keeble reported that the CCTV system at Blackmore Village Hall complex is becoming obsolete and requires upgrading.  The quotation for this work is around £4,600 plus VAT.   Based on the current percentage split of costs, i.e. 40/40/20% between the Village Hall, the Sports & Social Club and the Parish Council, the PC was asked to contribute around £900 towards this project.  Cllr Watley proposed, Cllr Wood seconded and it was unanimously approved that the Council will contribute this amount, pending final confirmation of the exact cost.


Action:  RFO

Cllr Keeble reported that the owner of the Bull has been fined for not maintaining the building in reasonable condition.   He is monitoring the situation.

Monday 8th May has been defined as Volunteer Day by the Palace as part of the Coronation celebrations.   Cllr Parkinson reported on a scheme whereby litter picking is encouraged in return for a free coffee/tea.    An alternative suggestion was to clean Parish signs.  This will be further discussed at POS meetings.


Action: POS Agenda

Cllr Keeble reported that the Half Marathon will be run on Sunday 12th March.  Marshalls are needed and volunteers invited.

Cllr Hinton explained that there is currently a problem with UK2 for emails going to gmail accounts.   She will follow up once the necessary access codes are obtained from either Cllr McCarthy or the Parish Clerk.


Action:  TH

Cllr Cannon reported that the new pavement along the Chelmsford Road still requires completion;  the bench has now become too low, the new surface has not been sealed to the old surface etc.   This will be reported to Lesley Wagland.

Action:  RF

Cllr Cannon queried when Speed Watch training could be carried out as residents have been volunteering.   Cllr Keeble confirmed that sites have to be identified in the first instance.  He is continuing to chase.  


Action:  RK

- CLOSE OF MEETING – 

There being no further business the meeting was closed by the Chairman at  8.40 pm

Signed……………………………………………… Dated……………………………………

